
 
CNS Senior Celebration 2020 FAQs 

Family and Guests 
For information about the UMass university-wide Commencement on Friday, May 8, please 
consult the University’s Commencement webpage here. The College of Natural Sciences Senior 
Celebration is Saturday, May 9, 2020. 

 

How do I get directions to campus? 
Please consult the following link: Driving Directions to UMass Amherst. 

 

Where do I park? 
Guests are advised to arrive on campus early, as traffic in Amherst and on campus will be 
heavy. 

On Saturday, May 9, free parking will be available in any numbered parking lot on campus.  
CNS Senior Celebration guests are advised to park in Lots 25 and 12, as these are closest to 
the Mullins Center.  A link to UMass Amherst Campus Maps, including a Parking Map, can be 
found HERE  

There will be free shuttle bus services available between parking lots and the Mullins Center. 

 

What is the shuttle bus schedule? 
On Saturday, May 9, buses will circulate around campus between 7:30 a.m. – 7:30 p.m., 
generally running every 15 minutes. 

 

Are there lodging and food options on or near campus? 
There are options for both lodging and eating on- and off-campus.  Please see this link for 
lodging information and this link for dining options.  There are kiosks at the Mullins Center that 
will be serving food starting at 7:30 a.m. and during the ceremony on Saturday, May 9. 

 

How should I plan for the weather? 
The Mullins Center is covered and air conditioned.  Restrooms, public telephones, food 
concessions and first-aid stations will be available. 

 

What should families and guests wear? 
Families and guests should dress comfortably, wearing shoes appropriate for walking. 

https://www.umass.edu/commencement/ceremonies/undergraduate-commencement-ceremony
https://www.umass.edu/commencement/plan-your-visit/traveling-campus
https://www.umass.edu/visitorsctr/campusmaps
https://www.umass.edu/commencement/plan-your-visit/lodging
https://www.umass.edu/commencement/plan-your-visit/dining


 
 

I want to watch my graduate process.  Where should I go? 
You will be able to see your graduate process into the Mullins center from any seat in the 
house.  Students will be seated in groups according to major. The order will be listed in the CNS 
program. Each department offers remarks from a student speaker and each Graduate’s name is 
read as the student is seen on the jumbo screens.  Graduates receive a commemorative medal, 
cross the stage to shake hands with dignitaries, have portraits taken and receive a special gift 
from the college.  All participants return to their seats and remain seated until the celebratory 
hat-toss that signals the end of the ceremony.  

 

Is there security at the venue? 
There will be security guards on duty during the event. Upon entry to the Mullins Center, you will 
pass through metal detectors, and any bags or containers you have will be subject to a search. 
Confiscated items will not be returned. 

For a list of items that are not permitted, please see this link. 

 

How do we purchase pictures of our graduate at the CNS Senior 
Celebration? 
Professional photographers from Ultimate Exposures will be taking photographs of students 
during their time on stage.  Students will fill out cards with their contact information when they 
arrive at the registration tents.  Proofs and order forms will be sent to the address listed on 
these cards.  For further information, please see the Ultimate Exposures website. 

 

Someone in our party is handicapped.  What should we do? 
If you or your guests require the services of a sign language interpreter, please contact 
Disability Services through AnnMarie Duchon (aduchon@admin.umass.edu) with “Recognition 
Ceremony Communications Request” in the subject line. 

At the CNS Senior Celebration, captioning will be projected on the big screens in the Mullins 
Center during the ceremony as well. 

Any guest who does not have a handicap placard or plate, but will be transporting an elderly or 
disabled guest, may sign up for a handicap accessible parking form that can be used in any 
handicap parking spot near the Mullins Center on Saturday, May 9. 

See further information concerning accessibility at the Mullins Center here and accommodation 
requests through Disability Services can be submitted here.  Please contact Disability Services 
at (413) 545-0892 with any further questions. 

 

If you have any further questions regarding the celebration, please feel free to contact Jane 
Markarian (jlmarkar@cns.umass.edu)  413-545-3056. 

http://www.mullinscenter.com/news/detail/new-building-policy
https://www.ultimateexposures.com/
http://www.mullinscenter.com/guest-services/accessibility
https://www.umass.edu/disability/events
mailto:jlmarkar@cns.umass.edu
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